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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jackie Jones

Although we will be well into the year 2004 when you receive this newsdletter, let me take this
opportunity, nonetheless, to wish you and your family a heartfelt happy, healthy, and prosperous
New Year.

Board and Committee volunteers at Bedford Audubon have continued to be busy throughout the
winter. Asyou will see, we have some wonderful field trips and programs planned, and hope to see
many of you at one or another of them. Our field trips are geared toward beginner and more ad-
vanced birders, as well as those who simply enjoy nature and good company.

We have also been conducting our annual membership appeal, and want to thank all of you who
have contributed so generously. This year one of our members offered to match donations submit-
ted prior to December 31 then extended the offer to cover donations through January. We are grate-
ful for every donation, large or small. Together, they will enable us to maintain services for our
members and the public and, in fact, to expand our commitment to the environmental community.

For many years our fund raising needs have been fairly minimal. That's because until quite re-
cently, Audubon Chapters received a portion of the dues each of us sent to the National Audubon
Society. For Bedford Audubon, that portion covered most of the expensesfor our sanctuaries, news-
letter, programs and field trips. Our annual bird seed sale covered the rest.

However, the NAS Board of Directors has changed its policy of sharing membership dues with
Chapters, leaving many Chapters in the position of cutting back on activities and, in some cases,
dissolving due to loss of revenue. Bedford Audubon is fortunate to have a loyal, committed and
generous membership that is enabling us to continue our services in spite of the reduced share of
dues from National.

So thank you once again for your financial support. And, once again, | will end with inviting you to
pick up the phone and join one of our committees. We' re waiting to hear from you!

\_ /

Visit our website at www.BedfordAudubon.org



The Bedford Audubon Society
Newsl etter

Spring 2004, Volume 54, No. 1
Thenewdetter, USPS#61 ispublished quarterly by the
Bedford Audubon Society, Inc.
35Todd Road, Katonah, NY 10536

Board of Director s2003-2004

Jackie Jones—President, 914-666-2057
CharlesMcDuffie—VicePresident, 914-234-3124
CharlesMcDuffie—Acting Treasurer, 914-234-3124
AnneVajsabel—Recording Sct'y, 845-229-1938
John Erickson—Corresponding Sct'y, 914-273-6967
David Albano—Education, 203-739-0846
JohnAskildsen—Deve opment, 914-232-1701
Richard Becker—Webmeaster, 203-323-0233
Ed Fehrs—Deve opment, 914-273-3631
Tony lannidlo—Field Trips, 914-556-8817
Donad Pachner—Risk Management, 914-234-6618
Jack Seirup—Sanctuaries, 914-232-4871
Jm Utter—Consarvation, 845-878-0081
Bill Wallace—Field Trips, 845-279-8858

CommitteeMembers

Richard Becker—L ist Serve, 203-323-0233
Jackie Bruskin—Membership, 914-961-8903
BrendaFreeman-Bates—Programs, 914-763-9439
Barlow Humphreys—Conservation List Serve, 914-232-8871
Pat Humphreys—Higtorian/Librarian, 914-232-8871
TriciaO’ Donnell—Newd etter, 914-232-5911
Va erie Pden—Hospitdity, 914-248-7241
Ginny Powers—Trip Registrar, 914-764-4320
Jonathan Powers—Finance, 914-764-1252
BarbaraReynolds—Hogpitality, 914-232-5632
Drew Reynolds—Sanctuaries, 914-232-5632
SeveRicker—Seed Sd e, 914-232-2034
AnneVa sabe—Newdetter, 845-229-1938

Saff

Tait Johanssen—Property Manager, 914-232-1999

Contact I nformation

Chapter Office 914-232—1999
BASFax Number 914-232-5038
BASWebste www.BedfordAudubon.org
Our E-Mail addressis: Info@BedfordAudubon.org

Our Mission

Themission of the Bedford Audubon Society isto promote conserva
tion and protection of wildlife habitatsin the northern Westchester and
eastern Putnam region through education, advocacy, naturestudy, and
birdweatching.

BAS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
3/10 7:30 PM. Fern Workshop / Katonah Public Library
3/20 10:00 A.M. Tour of the Ecosystem with Scott Williamson
321 800 A.M. Jones Beach Winter Walk
4/10 7:00 PM. Dance of the Woodcock
Horseshoe Crabs and Migrating
4/14 7:30 PM. Shorebirds in Cape May, N.J. / Katonah
Public Library
4/30-5/2 Delmarva Weekend
5/5 7:30 AM. Bylare Birdwalks
5/8 International Migratory Bird Day Celebration
5/12 7:30 AM. Bylare Birdwalks
5/14 & 15 BAS's Annual Birdathon
5/19 7:30 A.M. Bylare Birdwalks
5/22 Bylane/Hunt Birdwalk and Breakfast
5/26 7:30 AM. Bylare Birdwalk
6/12 3:00 PM. Babes in the Woods at Westmoreland
6/12 5:30 PM. Jamaica Bay Sunset Cruise
6/19 2:00 PM. The Wolf Conservation Center
712 - 715 The Bedford Audubon Adirondack Excursion

p
VISIT WWW.BEDFORDAUDUBON.ORG

There'salot going onin Bedford Audubon cyberspace! BAS swebsite
is loaded with great photos and other information including trail
maps and flora and fauna checklists for our sanctuaries. A new fea-
tureisabi-weekly report on nature happeningsin our region entitled
“Field Notes.” Thisfeatureisavailable exclusively on our website.

Don't forget that you can also shop our on-line store for all of your
Bird watching and holiday gift-giving needs. You' |l have the comfort
of knowing that all proceeds go to BAS from the purchases you
make with us! Thereare over 7,000 itemsin Bedford Audubon’s on-

line store! Check it out today at “www.bedfordaudubon.org.”
A

/

Visit our website at www.BedfordAudubon.org



NEW FIELD TRIPSIGN-IN SHEETS
By Don Pachner, | nsurance Committee Chair

Whenyou attend BASfieldtrips, youwill now beaskedtosigna
new sign-insheet. Theseformscontainlega wording concern-
ing the hazardsinvolved in attending afield trip and spell out
BAS sand participants responsibilities. WhileBAShasnever
beforeasked our participantsto sgn ahold harmlesswaiver, most
insurersnow requirethisasaprerequisitefor insuring any orga-
nization that runsfield tripsor outings.

The purposeisto clarify our responsibilitiesto you to prevent
any misunderstanding or litigation after an accident. Fortunately,
BAShasan unblemished recordinthisregard, soitredly actsas
asort of “belt and suspenders’ safeguard from our point of view.

Youwill find that most outdoors-oriented, volunteer-run, not-for-
profit organi zationsthat offer tripsnow requirethisof al partici-
pants. Wewiill post thewording on our web site so participants
canreaditinadvanceof sgningin. Fed freeto contact usshould
you have any questionsabout it. All questions should be ad-

dressed to insurance@bedfordaudubon.org

NYC CHEMICAL FILTRATION PLANT NEWS
By Don Pachner, BAS Conservation Committee

BAS continuesto opposetheill-conceived chemical filtration
plant proposed for NY C'sCroton Water Supply Sysemduetoits
potentia negativeimpactsonwildlife habitat in our region. We
have appeared at hearings, provided written testimony duringthe
regulatory processand dongwith N'Y C Audubon have proposed
apolicy resolution to the Audubon Council of New York State
Chaptersfor consideration at their spring mesting.

Recent andysisof thesituationreveasthat NY C may ultimately
be planning to put the plant in Greenburgh (Westchester County)
attheEastview ste. Thebattleisfar fromover. SerraClub, most
Westchester and Putnam Audubon Chapters, and other members
of the Croton Watershed Clean Water Coadlition continueto fight
the plant at every turn and are planning legal action should the
environmenta review processbetreated asa” rubber samp” with-
out dueconsderationtothered impactsof thisdangerousproject.

Should you wish to send comment on the Draft Environmental
I mpact Staterment, an executive summary and CD-ROM canbe
requested by writingto: Mark N. Page, ., Project Manager New
York City Department of Environmenta Protection, Officeof En-
vironmenta Planning and Assessment, 59-17 Junction Blvd, 11th
Floor Flushing, New York 11373. You can also download the
Executive Summary from the DEP website at “http://
www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/news/croton.html”

For moreinformation on how to hdp fight the numerousenviron-

mentally inappropriaterea estate devel opment projectsinthe
Westchester and Putnam County watershed, contact Dr. Marian

3

Rose at the Croton Watershed Clean Water Codlition (BASisa
member of the coalition) at http://www.newyorkwater.org. In
Somers, contact BAS member Barlow Humphreys at
bhumphreys@bedfordaudubon.org.

HISTORY NOTES
By Patricia Humphreys

| cameacrossanold Bulletin articleentitled“ 75 Yearsof Activ-
ism” whichintrigued me. What issuesattracted the attention of
BASmembers? Theorigina Society formedin1913focused on
increasing the bird popul ation by positioning gourdsintreesfor
nesting sites. They aso had broader interest and lobbied for the
formation of Florida's Corkscrew Swamp Conservation Area
(whichisnow an Audubon sanctuary).

Wejump forward to the 1950sand find that BA S persuaded the
NY S Conservation Department to list the Turkey Vultureasa
protected bird. BASmembers, a ongwith other conservationigs,
provided support for passage of the Stokeshill, which prohibited
building of the Panther DamintheAdirondack Forest Preserve.
They wered so ableto get the Snowy Owl, Great Grey Owl, Marsh
Hawk and thePigeon Hawk listed onthe NY Sprotected birdslist.

In 1958 BA S protested against the blanket spraying of DDT to
control the spread of the Gypsy Moth in Westchester County
and sought better control of pesticides. Remember that Rachel
Carson’s Slent Soring cameout in 1962. BASwasdefinitely on
top of theissues.

BAS membersdid not focusjust onlocal and stateissues, but
alsoon national issues. Memberswere asked to writeto repre-
sentativesinthe U.S. Congressto put the Bald EagleinAlaskaon
theprotected birdslist (1951), establish afederal migratory bird
act to protect migrating hawksfrom hunters (1953), passan anti-
billboard legidationfor themillionsof milesof new federa high-
way (1958), act onthe Wildernesshill (1962), listtheGolden Eagle
asaprotected bird (1962), and vote against hunting in National
Parks(1962). Other issuescametotheforefrontinthe1970sand
1980s, such aspedticide control, water pollution (remember Love
Canal?), nuclear power containment, devel opment of dternative
energy sources, and wetlands preservation.

L ocal and stateissueswerenever forgotten. BAS protested the
deve opment of landintheMongaup watershed in Sullivan county,
whichisawintering areafor Bad Eagles. Inthe1990sNY Spaid
$15millionto preservethat land. Wea sojoined thecampaignto
savethe Jay property in Rye, oppose development of David's
Idand (New Rochelle), passtheNY SBottlelaw (1983) and to
persuade Westchester County to purchase Cranberry LakePre-
serve.

TheBASConservation Committeetill staysontop of theissues
and letsusknow what’s happening both through thisnewd etter
and by e-mail from the Conservation ListServe. See http://
www.bedfordaudubon.org/conservOl1.html#condist to Ssign up.

Visit our website at www.BedfordAudubon.org



Notice of Annual Meeting

The 2004 Annual Membership Meeting
of the Bedford Audubon Society
will take place on
May 12, 2004, at 7:30 PM.
at the Katonah Village Library

Nominations to the Board of Directors
by membersin good standing
may be submitted
to the Nomination Committee
(914-232-1999)
by April 14, 2004.

About Birds: TheRose-br easted Gr osbeak
By Tait Johansson

Oneof thefirst Neotropical migrantsto arrivein southern New
York every spring isthe Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus
ludovicianus). InlateApril, thisspecies completesitsjourney
fromitswinter range (M exico south to Ecuador) to our area,
announcingitsarriva with an enthus astic-sounding, liquid, robin-
likesong. A fairly common breeding speciesinthearea, Rose-
breasted Grosheaksfrequent open woods, wood edges, orchards,
and yardswith deciduous shade trees and shrubs. They will
sometimesvisit feeders, often for sunflower seeds.

Thename" groshesk” comesfromthe Frenchword grosbec, mean-
ing “largebeak,” and indeed both sexes of thisspecieshavea
large, stubby, powerful bill, colored adull, palepink. Thishill,
designed for crushing the shellsof seeds, iscapable of exerting
tremendous pressure on anything it clampsdown on, asanyone
unfortunate enough to have had a reason to handle a Rose-
breasted Grosbeak canvouchfor. (I cantell you that taking one
out of amist net isan experience not soon forgotten.) Beyond
thebird-bander-scarring bill they share, themaeand fema ebear
littleresembl anceto each other, and might easily bemistaken for

two separate species.

Themaeisaboldly patterned bird, mostly black and white, with
ablack head, throat, and back. Theupper surfacesof thewings
areblack with two whitewing barsand acrescent-shaped white
patch at thebase of the primary flight feathers. Thispatchisquite
noticesableinflight, thoughitismostly concedled whenthebird's
wingsarefolded. Thetail ismostly black with somewhiteinthe
outer tail feathers. Therump and underpartsare mostly white,
except for abuffy areaon theflankswith somefinedark streak-
ing, and atriangular, bright pinkish-red patch onitsbreast. The

birdinflight revealsequally startling pinkish-red wing linings.
Together, themal€ sbright colors, thick bill, and rather stubby
wings vaguely remind meof asmall parrot.

Thefemal€ supper-partsare mostly brown, with fine, darker-
brown gtresking extending down theback andwings. Her under-
partsaremostly whitewith finedark brown stresking extending
fromthethroat downto thebelly. Two thick whitish streaks
extend back from the bill acrossthe head on either side of the
brown auricular (the* ear-patch”). Theonly showy aspect of the
fema e splumageisher ydlowwinglinings, only visbleinflight.
Perhapsher most distinctivetrait isthat, unlike most other fe-
male songbirds, she occasionally sings (inthevast mgjority of
bird species, only themalesings). Both sexesfrequently givea
distinctive call note, asqueaky “eek,” often aptly comparedto
the sound of basketball sneakersonagymfloor.

Though common and seemingly conspicuoudy patterned (if only
themal es), thisspeciesisoften overlooked by casual observers,
perhapsbecauseit spendsmuch of itstimeinthefoliageof trees
and shrubs. But the Rose-breasted Groshbesk, auniqueand strik-
ing part of our spring’ savifauna, iswell worthaspecid effort to
findit.
Classroom Feeder Watch Report
By Jodi Brodsky

TheClassroom Feeder\Watch Program that BAS sponsored last
year isup and running again at the Kent Elementary School in
Putnam County. Inthefall, the classwasawarded an education
grant of $500 to purchase additional materialsand seed. A por-
tion of the money was used to buy afree standing feeding sta-
tion. So far there have been no surprisesin the birdswe have
attracted. However, the students have begun to learn how to
identify the birdsthat do frequent thefeeder. In addition, they
have begun counting and collecting data. Wewon't besending
theinformationto Cornell until the end of the count season. In
the meantime, any donations of old field guides, binoculars, or
pertinent materia sfor theeementary level would begresetly ap-

preciated. Thank you. jbbirder@rcn.com

LATE NEWS: Important Land Purchase
in the Great Swamp

JmUitter, BASBoard member and chairman of theFriendsof the
Great Svamp (FROGS), recently announced that FROGShaspur-
chased animportant parcel of landinthe Great Swamp, whichis
oneof the state’ slargest freshwater wetlands. A 30 acrearea
known asPineldandisconsdered theicon of theswampandis
thelatest acquisitionintheproject aimed at preserving asmuch
asposs bleof the4200 acre Great Swamp. Pineldandrisesnear
the confluence of the Croton River and theMuddy Brook inthe
town of Petterson andiscons dered abeacon for the Great Svamp
which gtretchesfrom Dover in Dutchess County to Southeastin
Putnam County. Weare pleased to spread theword of thislatest
conservetion success!

Visit our website at www.BedfordAudubon.org



Bylane Nature Notes
By Tait Johansson

Asfall wound down in November here at Bylane, Bedford
Audubon’sheadquartersin Lewisboro, thelast butterfly seen
thisyear wasatrick-or-treating Compton Tortoi seshell on Octo-
ber 31. Thislatevisitor wasseen hovering around thewindows
of the Parker House, looking likeit wastryingtogetin. This
butterfly may actudly have beenlooking for ashetered placeto
over-winter, perhapsunder ashingle. InNovember, afew mi-
grant birds continued to tricklethrough on their way south. A
loneAmerican Pipit flew overheed on November 3, andaHorned
Lark did the sameon thethirteenth. A Rusty Blackbirdanda
Field Sparrow both a so appeared on the thirteenth down by the
pondshere. Bad Eagles, aregular sight hereinfal and winter
overhead, put on ashow on thetwenty first, with 4 of them
visbleintheair at once, 1 adult and threeimmeatures. Scattered
flocksof Pine Siskinsand Purple Finchesbegan to passthrough
inmid-November. Thelargest flock of siskins, 16 of themonthe
twenty fourth, landed inablack birch and started eating birch
seedsfor afew minutesbeforeleaving for partsunknown. The
last migrantstoleaveinduded aRuby-crowned Kinglet a Bylane
on the eighteenth and aNorthern Harrier there on the twenty
fourth, alate Yellow-rumped Warbler inthe Hunt Sanctuary on
thetwenty fourth, and two Fox Sparrowsnear the Hunt Sanctu-
ary trailhead on thetwenty first and twenty third, withonelin-
geringtill thetwenty fifth.

Asthecold and snow settled inin December, only thewintering
birdswerestill |eft, fewer half-hardy speciesthanlast year, it
seemed. Two Ydlow-bellied Sgpsuckersdecided to stay, spend-
ing much of their timeinthe appletreeshere, presumably be-
causeof apreferencefor applesap. Certainly theorderly, hori-
zontal lines of small holesmade by this speciesaredispropor-
tionately concentrated on appl etreesin our area— almost no
older appletreeisentirdy without them. Just aslast winter, one
Northern Flicker isa so spendingthewinterinthevaley here. A
Pileated Woodpecker, our largest and most spectacul ar wood-
pecker, was observed entering aholein adead treein the Hunt
Sanctuary toroost on alate afternooninlate December.

January’ swintry weather brought scattered Common Redpolls
southto us, with the highest number at onetimeaflock of about
50 onthetwenty sixth. Thesehirdsare, likemost other finches,
highly erratic and unpredictableintheir wanderings. Their win-
ter rangeisstrongly affected by birch seed cropsto our north.
Inyearswhen few birch seedsare present in eastern Canada,
redpolls“irrupt” south to our areain search of food, which may,
if youarelucky, includetheseedsinyour bird feeder.

Coyoteshave been heard howling and seen hunting thefields
severd timesthis January, and aRed Fox washeard barking one
night early inthemonth to mark the start of itsbreeding season.
Theonly other mammal of note hasbeen aMuskrat seen fre-
quently inthe pondsup until they finally froze over completely
at mid-month. Thepondshad at |east someopenwater al last

winter, asl recdl. It'sbeenacold, bleak winter, which bringsme
tothebrave subject of my last paragraph.

Thiswinter’s"bird most determined not tomigrate’ awvard surdly
goesto an exceptionally stubborn Belted Kingfisher that wastill

inthe Franklin/Fels Sanctuary in North Sdemon January 20, by a
very smdl streemwinding through thewoods, about 90% of which
wasfrozen over. Maekingfishersregularly over-winter inour
areato hold ontoterritoriesthey will usefor breedinginthesum-
mer, if openwater remainssothat they can continuetofish. This
onemust have had an Ahab-like obsess on with some particular
nemesisfishto stay with thisstream, which seemsto mebarely
largeenoughto support akingfisher if ithad noiceonitatal. Or
maybeit wasjust feeling optimistic about how soon spring will

come

i~ )
BAS's
Annual Birdathon
Friday-Saturday,
May 14-15

=
P’y
i
Registration and/or information:
Steve Ricker at (914) 234-2934

Sponsor one of the birders or join with one of
our teams. We'll count as many different bird
species as we can within a twenty-four hour
period, while raising funds for Bedford
Audubon Society’s Education programs. The
birding will cover diverse areas from Long
Island, to Westmoreland Sanctuary, to the
Great Swamp in Patterson. Watch the mail for
a flyer or check our web site for more details.

S 2/

American Robin by Stephen D’ Amato

Visit our website at www.BedfordAudubon.org



BAS Celebrates Its 90th Anniversary

We cel ebrated our 90th A nniversary and the holiday season on
Wednesday, December 3, 2003. Our distinguished guest speaker,
Mr. Andrew Berner of New York City (shown below with Jackie
Jones), presented aslideshow lecture entitled “ Beauty and the
Beasts: Natura History According to Mark Catesby.” Mr. Berner
isCurator of Collectionsand Library Director a the University
Clubof New York City.

PROGRAMS

Fern Workshop

Wednesday, March 10, 7:30 P.M.

Katonah Public Library

We see them as we meander through the woods, and sometimes
in our yards, but how many ferns do you know by name? We'll
move outside of our usua program format and gather around
the table as Michael Penziner teaches us the distinguishing
marks of the most common ferns to be found in Westchester
County. The ferns will be illustrated with pressed specimens
that show theuniquefield markingsof each fern, and Mr. Penziner
will demonstrate how to tell them from the“look alikes.” At the
end of the workshop, which lasts about two hours, you will be
abletoidentify at least 10-15 common ferns without any diffi-
culty. Mr. Penziner isamember of the Fern Society, avolunteer
at the Rye Nature Center, and a Wildflower Island Guide at
Teatown.

Horseshoe Crabs and Migrating Shorebirds in
Cape May, N.J.

Wednesday, April 14, 7:30 P.M.

Katonah Public Library

In the Cape May, N.J. area, the end of May brings the highest
tides of the year, along with hoards of horseshoe crabs that
come ashore to lay their eggs above the high tide line. This
coincides with the migration of thousands of shorebirds that

stop to feed on the horseshoe crab eggs on their way from win-
tering groundsin South Americato breeding groundsin theArc-
tic. Tedor Whitman, Director of Education and Research at
Teatown Lake Reservation, will present a slideshow/Powerpoint
program. This presentation will be partly anatural history lecture
and partly an explanation of the scientific research that istaking
place to better understand the shorebird/horseshoe crab phe-
nomenon, and to better protect it inthefuture. You will definitely
want to visit Cape May and seethis spectaclefor yoursalf after
attending thisprogram!

Sojourns in the Wild: The Yellowstone Edition
Wednesday, May 12, 7:30 P.M.

Katonah Public Library

Wehaveavery specid program planned for our Annua Member-
ship Meeting this year. Gustav W. Verderber, one of
Vermont'sforemost nature photographers, presents” Sojournsin
theWild.” Thismultimediapresentationisamoving celebration
of thespiritual valueof Naturethat sweepsyou into someof the
most magnificent and pristine natural areason Earth, including
YdlowsoneNationd Park. Mr. Verderber usesseverd projectors
to choreograph hisimagesto sounds of Nature, along withthe
enchanting music of noted Cdltic harpist, William Jackson, and
Ydlowstonecomposer Jett Hitt. Thewholeeffect will beasthough
you, not theimages, aremoving through spaceandtime. Thiswill
bearare opportunity to seetheworks of thisVermont nativein
our area. So mark your calendar now.

FIELD TRIPS

Regigtration: Pleasecal Ginny Powersat 914-764-4320toregister
for al field trips unless otherwise noted.

Tour of The Ecosystem with Scott Williamson
Saturday, March 20, 10:00 A.M. - 12:30 P.M.

Scott will lead us on a car-pool tour of three sanctuaries that
should never be taken for granted. We'll grab lunch along the
way aswe visit Marshlands, Read, and Cranberry Lake
Sanctuaries.

Marshlands Conservancy, on Route 1in Rye, isa173-acrewild-
life sanctuary composed of forest, meadow, saltmarsh, and shore.
Therearethreemilesof trailsand one-half mile of shorelinealong
the Long Island Sound. Located along the Atlantic migratory
flyway, more than 230 bird species have been sited.

L ocated on the shore of the Long Island Sound in Rye, The Edith
G Read Wildlife Sanctuary existsalong amigratory flyway. This
179-acre sanctuary, recognized by the National Audubon Soci-
ety of New York asan Important Bird Area dueto its significant
habitats and flyway, ishometo agreat diversity of marinelife. In
winter months, the 85-acrelake, amixture of salt and fresh water,
hosts over 5,000 ducks.

Cranberry Lake, on Old Orchard Street in No. White Plains, isa
165-acre nature preserve comprised of forest, wetlands, and aten
acre lake that was carved by glaciers thousands of years ago.

Visit our website at www.BedfordAudubon.org



2004 Wildflower Symposium: “Native Plants are For
the Birds’

Saturday, March 20, 8:30 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Westchester Community College

(Snow date: Sunday, March 21, 2 PM.-6 P.M.)
Regigtration Fee: $35 for Audubon members, $40for non-mem-
bers.

This event is Co-sponsored by The Native Plant Center at
Westchester Community College, Valhalla, NY and thefive
Westchester Audubon Chapters. Topicswill include” Thelmpor-
tance of Improving Habitat on Residentia Properties,” “ Attract-
ingWildlifetoYour HomeYear Round,” and “ Persona Experi-
ences. Bluebirds, Butterflies, and Native Plant Gardens.”

For moreinformation, phonethe Native Plant Center at 914-785-
7870 or vist our webste: www.bedfordaudubon.org

Jones Beach Walk

Sunday, March 21, 8:00 A.M.

Bill Wallacewill lead uson awinter walk onthelL ong Island
Shores of Jones Beach. The south shoreof Long Islandisthe
wintering hometo many birdsbecause of thediversity of habitats
that may befound there, despitetheintense devel opment of the
last 75years. Pack alunch and dresswithwarmlayers.

Dance of the Woodcock

Saturday, April 10, 7:00 P.M.

Ward Pound Ridge Reservation/Trailside Museum
Join Naturalist Beth Herr at Trailside Museum in observing the
Woodcock’s energetic love antics as he “peents,” struts, and
hurls himself into the sky and acrobatically down again, all to
attract amate. Enter at junction of Routes 35 and 121 in Cross
River.

Delmarva Weekend

Friday, April 30 - Sunday, May 2

Join us for a three-day weekend of birding in one of the East
Coast’sbest springtime birding regions. Thetrip will begin early
Friday morning.

Wednesdays in May: Birdwalks at Bylane
Wednesday, May 5, 12, 19 & 26 at 7:30 A.M.

Join Tait Johansson at Bedford Audubon’s Bylane Farm for a
leisurely bird walk. Bylane Farm islocated at 35 Todd Road, off
Route 22 just south of the Route 138 intersection.

International Migratory Bird Day Celebration
Saturday, May 8

Join Bedford Audubon and Friends of the Great Swamp(FROGS)
for a daylong celebration of birds in the Great Swamp, which
borders Putnam and Dutchess Counties. Check our websitefor a
complete listing of events at www.bedfordaudubon.org or call
914-232-1999.

BAS Annual Birdathon

Friday, May 14 — Saturday, May 15

Registration and/or information: Steve Ricker at
914-234-2934

Teams will be covering diverse areas from Long Island to
Westmoreland Sanctuary to the Great Swamp in Patterson, NY.
The object is to count as many different bird species as we can
whileraising fundsfor Bedford Audubon’s educational programs.
Please try to enlist at least one sponsor and join us.
Bylane/Hunt Birdwalk and Breakfast

Saturday, May 22

Please join us for a birdwalk and breakfast at our own Bylane
Farm and Hunt Sanctuary at 35 Todd Rd., Katonah.

Babes In The Woods at Westmoreland

Saturday, June 12, 3:00 P.M.

This program is co-sponsored by Westmoreland Sanctuary.
Director Steve Ricker will lead aleisurely hike to show us the
secret placeswhere the young animals, birds, and even plantsare
hiding. Thisisthetime of year when the woods are truly alive.
All agesarewelcome. Pleaseregister by calling 914-666-8448.

Jamaica Bay Sunset Cruise

Saturday, June 12, 5:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.

Enjoy a3-hour narrated tour of the backwatersof JamaicaBay
aboardthe 96' boat Dorothy B V111 leaving from Pier 6in Sheeps-
head Bay, Brooklyn. Seenesting Peregrine Fal con, Oprey, Laugh-
ing Gull, Forgter’ sTern, American Oystercatcher, Willet aswell as
egrets, ibis, shorebirds, etc. Learn about the history and ecol ogy
of thebay. Sponsored by theAmerican Littora Society.

Cost: $35includeswine, cheese, snacks, and narrated tour.

The Wolf Conservation Center

Saturday, June 19, 2:00 P.M.

Join us on atour of the center and see a slide show program on
these fabulousanimal sherein South Salem, NY. TheWolf Center
was built to teach the importance of wolves in the environment
and alittle about their complex history with humans. Minimum
age of 6 years; Donation of $7 child/$10 adult, MasterCard/Visa
accepted.

The Bedford Audubon Adirondack Excursion
Independence Day Weekend, Friday July 2 - Sunday,
July 5

Join our fearless|eader, John Askildsen, as heleads our first tour
totheAdirondacks. Please savethe date and stay tuned or check
our web site as more detailsfollow.



New Member Application
| would liketo join the Bedford Audubon Soci ety (a chapter of National Audubon).

Send thisformwith acheck madeout tothe
National Audubon Society, Bedford Chapter.

Please check the member ship category.
___Introductory $20, _ Two Year membership$35,_ Senior Citizen (65+) $15, _ Student $15

I wishto make an additional | would liketojointhe Bedford Audubon
D donation of

D e-mail eventslist

D I do not wish to have my name or contact D e-mail conservationlist
information shared with outside organizations.

Name

Address

City State Zip
E-Mail

Mail to: Bedford Audubon Society
35Todd Road
Kaonah,NY 10536

Chapter Code ROO7XCH

Bedford Audubon Society, Inc. i gtisisd
35 Todd Road WHITE PLAINS NY

PERMIT NO.49%61

Katonah, NY 10536

Serving Communities in Northern Westchester and Eastern Putnam since 1913

Visit our website at www.BedfordAudubon.org



